WAR AND PEACE

Text: Romans 16:20
Readings: Hebrews 2:5-18, Rom 16:17-20
Theme: The God of peace will give us the victory over Satan.
Purpose: To encourage you in this spiritual battle with Satan with the certainty of God's power, grace and ultimate victory!

***********************************

Most of you here will have heard of that famous Christian writer CS Lewis. He is especially well-known for his children's series called the Narnia Chronicles, two of which has been made into films. 

But he is also famous for a few of his other books, one of which is "The Screwtape Letters". In this book he imagines a senior devil, named Screwtape, writing to his nephew, named Wormwood, who was a junior devil. Screwtape wrote letters of advice about how to best tempt a man who had recently become a Christian. Screwtape advised Wormwood on the best techniques in order to draw this man away from his Christian friends and the church, and back into the world and the realm of darkness.

It is a book full of penetrating insight into the weaknesses of our human nature and into the realm of darkness headed by Satan. 

The book ends with the security of the Christian in his faith in Christ, and with the triumph of God over Satan and of light over darkness.

This verse in Romans assures us of that final victory: "The God of peace will soon crush Satan under your feet."

Context: Perhaps the mention of evil in verse 19 prompted Paul to think of the instigator and author of all that is evil, Satan himself. 
In response Paul assures us that evil, and the evil one, will not triumph; rather the final victory will go to the people of the Lord. 

We'll consider: God's peace, God's victory, God's timing, and conclude by looking at God's grace.

1. GOD'S PEACE.

It's seems odd that Paul should describe the Lord as "the God of Peace" when he is talking about crushing Satan! That doesn't sound very peaceful!

Some make the mistake of thinking that peace is gained by avoiding conflict at all costs. Others mistake inactivity for peace; they think that keeping the peace means sitting back and doing nothing. But the peace of God is a peace of action! God has, and will, achieve peace by crushing Satan. 
He can do that because he is stronger than the devil.

Contrast this with the peacekeeping forces of the United Nations. These soldiers with their blue helmets are often well meaning but they are also often ineffective because they are out-numbered and out-gunned. Their enemies are more powerful than them. Sometimes they have been held hostage by one of the opposing armies and they themselves have needed to be rescued! They cannot keep the peace because they are not strong enough. 

It is very different with God - he is the God of Peace because he is stronger than his enemies; he is powerful enough to establish peace and maintain it.

God has established peace between us and him. Paul wrote about that in Romans 5:1 - "Therefore since we have been justified by faith we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ." This is one of the great themes of Romans.
If you trust in the Lord Jesus Christ then have been reconciled to God and you are at peace with him, and he with you. 
Do you have that peace with God? Is this true of you? Do you know this God of peace for yourself?

God has also brought about peace between believers. 
People in the world are often at war with each other. There is conflict in marriages between husbands and wives; in families between parents and children and brothers and sisters; in workplaces where fellow workers gossip and slander one another. There is fighting in the city streets between gangs; and there is war among the nations. 

But God has brought different people together in the church - Jews and Gentiles, rich and poor, slave and free. The first half of Romans 16 mentions a variety of people in that church; but they have all been brought together by their faith in Jesus Christ. In the church we can live at peace with each other because God is the author of peace. 

God also enables us to have peace in the world. Just before his betrayal and death Jesus told his disciples; "...in me you may have peace. In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world." (John 16:33).

If you believe in Jesus you will have trouble in the world. People will mock and ridicule you, some will hate you, others will ignore you, still others may persecute you. But even with all that going on you can still have peace because Jesus has overcome the world. He is the Prince of Peace!

2. GOD'S VICTORY. Paul assured those Christians that God would "crush Satan under your feet."

God will do this. He is the subject here. It is his action, his power, his might, his sovereignty.

He will do this through Christ. Jesus is not mentioned in this sentence but his victory is the centre of the entire Bible. 

The first promise of this victory came in the Garden of Eden when God said to the serpent; "I will put enmity between you and the woman, between your offspring and her. He will crush your head, you will strike his heel." (Gen 3:15). Adam and Eve did not understand this at the time but this was a promise of the Lord Jesus and of the triumph of the cross. There Satan struck him; but there Christ crushed Satan in an absolutely convincing victory!  

You may remember the story in the OT when the armies of Saul and David came to do battle on each side of a pool of water. The two commanders, Abner and Joab, decided that 12 men from each army would fight. But the outcome was even because all 24 men died. 

This was not so in this battle between Jesus and Satan. Here we have one representative from each army, from each side; both are very powerful, but one is more powerful than the other. Jesus "disarmed the powers and authorities, he made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them by the cross." (Col 2:15)

The writer of Hebrews tells us that "He too shared in their humanity so that by his death he might destroy him who holds the power of death - that is, the devil." (Heb 2:14). The writer also quoted Psalm 8 which tells us that God has put everything under the feet of Jesus. Yet "at present we do not yet see everything subject to him." But God is in the process of subjecting everything to the Lord Jesus. When that is complete then "the end will come when he hands over the kingdom to God the Father, after he has destroyed all dominion, authority and power. For he must reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet." (1 Cor 15:24-26). God will crush Satan and he has done this through the Lord Jesus Christ and his death and resurrection. 

God will also do this through us. "The God of Peace will soon crush Satan under your feet."

Yes, this is God's work, but God will use us in this battle. We are not just watching this on TV, as half the world watched the initial American invasion of Iraq. We are not passive. We are not armchairs soldiers. We are not back in the barracks playing darts or cards. 

God will crush Satan under your feet. This is a call to arms. Get up, put on your armour, make your way to the front line. Take your position in this conflict. 

Are you ready for battle?
Are you involved in rigorous training? 
Have you put on the belt of truth?
Do you have the breastplate of righteousness?
Are you armed with the shield of faith?
Are you ready with the sword of the Spirit which is the Word of God? 
Are you prepared to fight with courage and with vigour? Are you ready to be used to bring about the victory of God? 

3. We have considered God's peace and God's victory; Now we consider in the third place, GOD'S TIMING. 

Paul assured the Christians in Rome that God would do this "soon".
Jesus himself assured John and his readers in the book of Revelation; "Yes, I am coming soon." (Rev 22:20)
What are we to make of this word "soon"? It doesn't seem all that soon when 2000 years have passed?!

We can answer this by noting that we are already winning victories.  
In his first letter John wrote, "I write to you young men because you are strong, and the word of God lives in you and you have overcome the evil one." (1 John 2:14). 
And a little later in the letter he assured believers that they were from God and that they had overcome the spirit of the antichrist "because the one who is in you is greater than the one who is in the world." (1 John 4:4).

Already now we experience victory over temptation, like the man CS Lewis wrote about in the Screwtape Letters. 
Already now the church wins battles as we maintain the truth over against heresy and as we keep the unity of the church rather than dividing into factions and groups. 

All these present victories are part of the ongoing battle, they all contribute to the final outcome, and they all anticipate the time when Satan will be completely destroyed.

But the ultimate victory is going to be won when the Lord Jesus returns. At present he is putting his enemies under his feet; but one day that task will be complete and he will finish the battle and crush Satan entirely.   

We could compare this to D-Day and V-Day in World War II. 
On D-Day, on the 6th June 1944, the allied forces launched the largest sea borne invasion in history. They had prepared for this for months. 2700 ships carried 176,000 allied soldiers from Britain across the English Channel to five beaches on the coast of France. By the end of the day all five beaches were secured by the allied forces. It was a decisive battle and was the turning point in the war. 
But the war continued for another 11 months. At times the fighting was fierce. Many soldiers lost their lives. Finally the allies declared victory on the 8th of May 1945. 

In the spiritual battle the cross of Christ was D-Day. That was where the decisive battle was fought and won by the Lord Jesus. That was the turning point in the war against Satan.
But the war is still going on. At times the fighting is fierce. Even now Christians are dying in this battle because of their commitment to Christ; many die as martyrs for their faith. 
But the final outcome is certain and one day, when Jesus returns, he will finally win that complete victory over Satan. 

Someone else has compared this to thunder and lightning. When there is a storm you first see the lightning and then, a few seconds later, you hear the thunder. You see the lightning first because light travels much faster than sound. But when you see the lighting you know that the thunder will follow.
By faith we have seen the lightning flash of Christ's victory over Satan; now we are waiting for the mighty roll of thunder. 
We know it is coming and we are anticipating that day when God will crush Satan under our feet. 

4. In this time of waiting we have much need of GOD'S GRACE. Paul immediately went on to write; "The grace of our Lord Jesus be with you."

Some of you know what it's like to live in fear and tension and in physical danger, and a few of you here know what its like to go through a war.  
Yet all of us here are in a spiritual battle. We are engaged in a conflict: God versus Satan; light versus darkness; good versus evil. 
You are on one side or the other; there is no middle ground and there are no neutral forces. 
It is not easy being part of such a war. Sometimes we are afraid. Sometimes the enemy seems too strong and too close! Sometimes we wonder about the final outcome. 

Thankfully God assures us of the grace of the Lord Jesus in this period between D-Day and V-Day, between the lightning and the thunder. 

We don't know how long that period will be.
We don't know how long that battle will last.
We don't know what awaits us in the year to come - joy or sorrow, sickness or health, trial or blessing.

We do know that the grace of our Lord Jesus will be with us. 
The grace of Jesus is his favour, his mercy, his goodness, his kindness. 

This is expressed as a benediction, a blessing. This, and statements like this one,  are the words we use to close each worship service. They are the assurance that the grace of our triune God will indeed be with us, no matter what happens. Jesus will not leave us alone, he will be with us, always, even to the end of the age.  

Keep persevering and do not lose heart.
Keep watching and always be ready for the return of our Lord Jesus and that final day of victory. 

The books of CS Lewis reminds us that this is a spiritual battle and you are fighting against a subtle and powerful enemy.

But this verse of the Bible assures us that "The God of peace will soon crush Satan under your feet." 

May the grace of the Lord Jesus sustain and strengthen you through all your life as you live in the certain hope of the final victory of the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 

